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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP NOTE

We are so happy to welcome you to our first production of 2023!   

For this first play we have partnered with our friends at The Segal 
Centre in Montreal to bring the Canadian premiere of Sanaz Toossi’s 
English to the stage. We simply couldn’t imagine a better play to bring 
audiences back together this year.   

English features an entirely Iranian cast, a first for a Soulpepper 
production. The story is both specific and universal and explores 
themes of language, identity, and belonging.   

This production was originally planned for our 2020 season, but as 
we know, the world had other plans. We couldn’t have anticipated the 
timeliness of sharing it with audiences now. It is our honour to stand 
in solidarity with the women and girls of Iran, and we are incredibly 
proud to have this production kick off our season.  

Thank you for joining us for English and we hope to welcome you  
back  soon. 

GIDEON ARTHURS
E x e c ut i ve  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny

WE YNI MENGESHA
A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r,

S o u l p e p p e r  T h e a t r e  C o mp a ny
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CO-DIRECTORS’ NOTE

Anahita Dehbonehie & Guillermo Verdecchia 

Co-Directors,  E n g l i s h

Every March, before Iranians celebrate the coming of spring*, they 
mark the past year by jumping over an open fire. The saying “Let your 
redness be mine, my pallor yours” is an exchange made with the fire, 
leaving behind the troubles and missed opportunities of the past year, 
preparing for renewal in the coming one. It is a ritual foremost about 
bravery: you jump over a lit fire into an uncertain future. 

This is the work we find our characters, a wave of first generation 
immigrants, engaged in as they try to navigate the leap all migrants 
make to cross vast distances, leaving behind loved ones and beginning 
the process of reshaping their tongues and identities around foreign 
syllables. 

Migration may seem like an inevitability from the outside; who 
would not reach for a safer home? more freedom? greater financial 
opportunity? But only those of us who’ve packed these bags understand 
the cost of condensing lives into luggage- no matter the circumstances.

Sanaaz Toossi ’s play English was written and programmed for 
production at Soulpepper well before the murder of 22 year old Mahsa 
Amini by the Islamic Republic; the spark that touched off the massive 
protests currently burning across Iran. Inside the country, the people 
rise courageously, losing their lives and livelihoods while outside the 
Iranian diaspora oscillates between hope and despair. Who could 
not be inspired and moved by the protestors resisting Iran’s repressive 
theocratic dictatorship? Who would not be appalled by the repression 
unleashed by the regime to enforce its illegitimate and crumbling 
authority?

Yet Sanaz’s play is not one torn from the headlines. Instead, she 
presents a different glimpse of life in Iran: not a traumatic one, not a 
tragic one but one filled with hope, humour and longing. 

English is a play for anyone who has experienced the rupture and 
liberation that a new language can offer, for anyone who has felt the 
ache of homesickness, for anyone who has leapt over the fire onto new 
and foreign lands.
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TIMELINE

Timeline of political events in Iran  
By Dr. Marjan Moosavi

1921 
The Pahlavi monarchy comes to power and pursues an ambitious 
modernization campaign.

1951 
Nationalist Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadeq nationalizes the British-owned 
oil industry and later is overthrown by a CIA/MI6 aided coup in 1953.

1971
Pahlavi organizes grand international festivals and festivities, including a decade of 
avant-garde theatre and music festivals of Shiraz (1967–1977).

1978-79
Iranian Revolution led by Ayatollah Khomeini overthrows the Pahlavi monarchy 
and proclaims The Islamic Republic of Iran. As a result of the project of 
Islamization, Islamic dress code becomes compulsory.

1980-1988 
Iraq invades Iran. This war of attrition ends in 1988.

1989
The new supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, is appointed. The post-war 
construction era starts.

1995 
The United States places oil and trade sanctions on Iran. The economic sanctions get 
renewed repeatedly by the US and UN over the next two decades.
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TIMELINE

1997 
Reformist era starts with Mohammad Khatami’s presidency starts.  
New democratic discourses and practices about civil rights, freedom  
of expression, and women’s rights grow.

1999 
Pro-democracy protests by university students last for six days. Recurrent 
arrests of students, activists, journalists, and intellectuals continue.

2009
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad wins re-election, defeating the reformist 
Mousavi. A series of protests known as the Green Movement starts 
and becomes a major event in Iran’s modern political history. The state 
responds with a brutal crackdown on protestors. 

* The events of English, the play by Sanaz Toossi, are  

  set in Spring of 2009, right after the election.

2017
Women begin a series of anti-hijab protests, protesting compulsory hijab 
by unveiling in public and sharing their selfies on social media.

2019
Fuel price hike prompts mass protests nationwide. Over 100 people are 
reported dead in the police crackdown.

2013
Reformist-backed cleric Hassan Rouhani wins the presidential election. 
Under his presidency, Iran begins Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) negotiations with P5+1 over the nuclear program.
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TIMELINE

2019 
Nasrin Sotoudeh, Iran’s most prominent human rights lawyer, is sentenced to 38 years 
in prison. She represented a woman who was arrested for peacefully protesting the 
compulsory hijab.

2021 
The hardliner cleric Ebrahim Raisi is elected to presidency. The new minister of Culture 
and Islamic Guidance issues a new “program” for revamping MCIG’s rubrics to further 
“Islamize” the arts. The government’s censorial intervention in art and culture escalates.

2022
Starting in September, the largest civil uprising since the 1979 revolution, led by women 
and students, is unfolding. With the slogan Women, Life, Freedom, this intersectional 
movement is a fight for a democratic, secular government, freedom of expression, and 
equality for religious, ethnic, and gender minorities. Over 17000 protestors are arrested, 
and four are executed.

2023
The Women, Life, Freedom movement continues to evolve.

BIO: Marjan Moosavi is an educator, researcher, digital curator, and dramaturg. 
She holds a Ph.D. in Theatre and Performance Studies from the University of 
Toronto. She is the Roshan Lecturer in Persian Studies and Performing Arts at 
the University of Maryland-College Park where she designs curriculum, mentors 
graduate students, and pursues her transnational projects at the intersection 
of Theatre Studies and Digital Humanities. Marjan’s digital and curatorial 
collaborations include two pioneering and transnational digital projects: Digital 
Guide to Theater of the Middle East and the Digital Photo Exhibit on the Middle 
Eastern Theatre. Her research has been published in venues including The Drama 
Review (TDR), New Theatre Quarterly, Asian Theatre Journal, Critical Stages, and 
Routledge Companion to Dramaturgy. She is a longstanding Regional Managing 
Editor for TheTheatreTimes.com.
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CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Running Time:  
90 minutes  
no intermission.

Cast

Sanaz Toossi
Playwright  
 
Anahita Dehbonehie
Co-Director & Set Designer

Guillermo Verdecchia
Co-Director

Niloufar Ziaee
Costume Designer

Rob Denton
Sound Designer

Tim Rodrigues
Lighting Designer

Aurora Torok
Assistant Lighting Designer

Samay Arcentales Cajas
Video Support 

Diane Pitblado
Dialect Coach 

Tracy Lynne Cann
Stage Manager

Farnoosh Talebpour
Assistant Stage Manager

Creative Team

Chris Blanchenot
Scenic Painter 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Painter

Valerie Cameron
Costume Stitcher

Greg Chambers
Props Builder

Andy DeVries 
Head Carpenter

Erin Halls
Wardrobe Assistant 

Ellie Koffman
Head of Wardrobe 

Seren Brooke Lannon
Production Administrator

Lisa Nighswander
Head of Props

Danny Robertson 
Scenic Painter

Ethan Robinson 
Lighting Operator

Bill Stahl 
1st Carpenter

Dalton Villeneuve-Marini
Deck Operator

Celina Westlake 
Dresser

Production

Ghazal Azarbad
Elham 

Ghazal Partou
Marjan

Sepehr Reybod
Omid 

Aylin Oyan Salahshoor
Goli

Banafsheh Taherian
Roya

Sina Suren
Nader (Voice)

ENGLISH  
is generously supported by 

Lisa Rubin 
Artistic & Executive Director 

Jon Rondeau
General Manager 

Segal Centre for Performing Arts 

“English” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on 
behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com 

World Premiere Presented By Atlantic Theater Company and 
Roundabout theatre Company New York City, 2022
 
In 2020, ENGLISH received the L. Arnold Weissberger Award 
for Playwrighting, jointly administered by the Anna L. 
Weissberger Foundations and Williamstown Theatre Festival
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BACKGROUND NOTES

Background Notes

“You go years without making  
anyone laugh.”
— Marjan

Our mother tongue is at the heart of who we are, 
central to the creation of our identities. The rhythm 
and music of our original language frames the world 
for us, braids us into the person we become. This 
play examines what happens when we step out of 
the language that has built us word by word, phrase 
by phrase. It asks: what happens when we are not 
speaking in our own words? Are we still ourselves? 
If a new language is an opportunity for reinvention, 
what do we have to give up in exchange? Are we lost 
or found when our mouth speaks words that our 
ancestors never knew? 

“Sometimes I think you can only speak one 
language. You can know two but …”
— Marjan

English takes place over a period of weeks in an 
English language class in Karaj, Iran. Farsi is 
everyone’s mother tongue. All the characters are at 
various stages of proficiency in this new language. 
Playwright Sanaz Toossi found a wonderfully 
theatrical way to convey the two linguistic worlds 
the characters inhabit: when the actors’ English is 
fluent and accent-free, they are speaking in Farsi. 
When they speak with a strong accent, they are 
speaking in English.

Middle Eastern people, Toossi says, do not grace 
our stages often. For many cast and creative team 
members, this is the first time they have been in 
a room with so many other Iranian artists. The 
experience, the connection, the discoveries go 
beyond words. Like so many things, they can only 
be felt. The beauty of this broken-hearted comedy 
is that, in Marjan’s words, ‘it brings the inside to 
the outside and allows us to listen to the insides of 
others.” As they say in Farsi, Khosh-amadeed.

Playwright Bio

Sanaz Toossi grew up in California, the only child 
of Iranian immigrants, “naturally bilingual” in 
English and Farsi. A strong student, she chose not 
to go to law school, but instead did her MFA at New 
York University; English was her thesis project. The 
play won Williamstown Theatre Festival’s 2020 L. 
Arnold Weissberger New Play Award, went on to 
an off-Broadway production, and a Lucille Lortel 
Award for Outstanding Play in 2022. Her second 
play, Wish You Were Here, about a group of Iranian 
women friends in the years of the Iran-Iraq war, was 
produced in New York in 2022.

Background Notes by Paula Wing
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GHAZAL AZARBAD  (غ  ,was born in Mashhad, Iran and raised in Vancouver    (دابرذآ لاز
BC. SOULPEPPER 2023: English FOR SOULPEPPER: La Bête, Innocence Lost (2018), 
Wedding at Aulis (2019), The Seagull (2020) OTHER THEATRE: East Van Panto: Little 
Mermaid and Alice in Wonderland (Theatre Replacement); Romeo and Juliet (Bard); 
Bunny (Search Party); Being Here: The Refugee Story (Belfry); Shakespeare in Love 

(Bard); and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (Arts Club). FILM & TELEVISION: Float 
(Lionsgate), Charmed (CW), Kim’s Convenience, The Slowest Show (CBC) OTHER: Writer and creator 
of Tārof (فراعت): a Persian Comedy, Dear Konstantin (Spotify), and REAL. Two-time Jessie Awards 
nominee, recipient of the Hnatyshyn Foundation Award for Acting

 TRACY LYNNE CANN was born and raised in Toronto, ON. SOULPEPPER 2023: 
English. FOR SOULPEPPER : Bad Parent (2022). OTHER THEATRE: Menopause The 
Musical (ShaggyPup Productions);The 39 Steps (The Grove Theatre); Passport to 
Madness (Workman Arts); Rinaldo (The Royal Conservatory of Music). OTHER: 
Tracy’s dog, Max, has a career unto himself as a professional model and social 

influencer. Jokingly called “Side Hustle”, Max can often be found traveling and working alongside 
Tracy.

SAMAY ARCENTALES CAJAS was born in Toronto and raised on the west coast and 
in her home country, Ecuador. SOULPEPPER 2022: Where the Blood Mixes OTHER 
THEATRE: Mischief (Roseneath Theatre); Reverence | Rage (Peñasco Theatre, NM); 
Kisâkihitin/Gizaagin (Paprika Festival), Izzie M.: The Alchemy of Enfreakment 
(Chocolate Woman Collective). FILM & TELEVISION: Solar Lodge, Toe the Line, 

Paladin, The Story of the Dancing Heart, In Moment. OTHER: Samay Arcentales Cajas is a queer 
(Kichwa) digital media artist and filmmaker based in Toronto. In her work she explores human-land 
relationships, the new media dimensions of indigenous cosmology, and immersive art as a site of 
liberation.

 ANAHITA DEHBONEHIE Born in Tehran and based in Toronto since 2013. 
SOULPEPPER 2023: English FOR SOULPEPPER: Design: Marat/Sade, Blood 
Wedding, The Dead, Soulpepper Concert Series. Assistant Director: Jesus Hopped 
the A Train OTHER THEATRE: The Flick, Trojan Girls and the Outhouse of Atreus, Dr. 
Silver, TomorrowLove, The Tape Escape, Vitals ( Outside the March), Chitra (The 

Shaw Festival), Jane Eyre (The Citadel Theatre), Hand to God, The Aliens (Coalmine Theatre) The 
Little Prince (Puzzle Piece), Take D Milk N’ah, Shove It Down My Throat (Pandemic Theatre) Bloom, 
The Lesson (Modern Time Theatre) FILM & TELEVISION: The Young Arsonists, The Players, Salome 
Learns to Dance, Spaceman OTHER: Recipient of 2 Dora awards, 2 theatre critics awards. Graduate 
of the Soulpepper Academy, Concordia university and Calarts.

ROB DENTON was born and raised in Montreal, QC. Soulpepper 2023: English, 
Other theatre (recent): Small Mouth Sounds (Segal 2020), Camille:The Story  
(Au Dela du Visuel 2022), Meet Me (Live Action Theatre Project 2022) TV + Film: 
King of the River (Roi de la riviere), Grey Roads, Fuego. Other: MECCA Sound Design 
- Satchmo’ Suite (2007), META Sound Design - Another Home Invasion (2016).

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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GHAZAL PARTOU is an Iranian-Canadian actress and multidisciplinary artist. 
Ghazal is the recipient of the “Lead Actress” Special Mention from the Five 
Continents International Film Festival, the Best Acting award from the Ark Gate 
International Film Festival, the Toronto Arts Foundation/TELUS “Newcomer Artist” 
award, the Persbook Contemporary Art award, and the National Sculpture Biennial 

award in Tehran. She received her B.A. and acting degree in Iran and continued her education at the 
Toronto Film School. Her combined knowledge of visual art and drama has allowed her to expand 
her world of creation. She seeks to establish an interactive relationship with the audience and to 
raise fresh questions in their minds. With the revision and redesign of familiar concepts, she makes 
of them a means for fresh expression, an expression whose elements are rooted in daily life but 
which ultimately creates and narrates what has been hidden underneath those familiar forms. Since 
landing in Canada, Ghazal has been active in a diverse range of thought-provoking artistic projects 
as an actor, performance artist, creative director, singer and designer. Her overarching goal is to 
make the most out of the multicultural potential of Toronto, find an international language as an 
artist and connect with the core of humanity beyond race, language, nationality, and ethnicity.

DIANE PITBLADO was born in Toronto. She has lived in Toronto, Montreal, and 
London, UK. SOULPEPPER 2023: English FOR SOULPEPPER: over seventy 
productions since the inaugural season. OTHER THEATRE: National Arts Centre, 
Canadian Stage, Tarragon Theatre, Buddies in Bad Times, Studio 180, Mirvish 
Productions, Royal Manitoba Theatre, among others. FILM & TELEVISION: select 

credits include Emilia Jones in ‘Locke and Key’, Tom Hopper and Robert Sheehan in ‘Umbrella 
Academy’, Margot Robbie in ‘Suicide Squad’, Mads Mikkelsen in ‘Hannibal’, Kristen Stewart in ‘On 
the Road’, and Julie Christie in ‘Away from Her’.

SEPEHR REYBOD is an Iranian-Canadian actor, playwright, and creator based in 
Toronto. SOULPEPPER 2023: ENGLISH. OTHER THEATRE: Richard III, All’s Well That 
Ends Well (Stratford Festival); R+J (WhytNot Theatre & Stratford Festival); The 
In-Between (Geordie Theatre). OTHER: Sepehr’s first play Saffron & Caviar was 
publicly presented in the Parkdale New Works Theatre Festival in 2019. His current 

work-in-development, The Karkhaneh, was developed through Factory Theatre’s Foundry unit 
(2019-2020) and Factory’s initial Bedrock Creators’ Initiative.

TIM RODRIGUES A former dancer/choreographer turned lighting designer, Tim 
Rodrigues has worked with an array of companies on creation-based projects and 
international tours. SOULPEPPER 2023: English OTHER THEATRE: Serving Elizabeth 
(Theatre Aquarius); Celestial Bodies, From The Stars In The Sky To The Fish In The 
Sea (Geordie Theatre); Pipeline, How Black Mothers Say I Love You (Black Theatre 

Workshop); This Is How We Got Here (Magnus Theatre); Marjorie Prime (Segal Centre) OTHER: A 
three time Montreal English Theatre Award Nominee for Outstanding Lighting Design, for more info 
visit timrodrigues.com

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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AYLIN OYAN SALAHSHOOR is a bilingual (English-Farsi) Toronto-based performer. 
SOULPEPPER 2023: ENGLISH, OTHER THEATRE: In English: 9428 (Toronto Fringe 
Festival – July 2022), Heart of a Dog (Next Stage – Toronto Fringe Festival, January 
2022), The Monster I learned to Love (Toronto Fringe Theatre Festival 2020), Swim 
Team (Theatre Centre, November 2019), and Sisyphus and Death (Alumnae Theatre, 

May 2019). In Farsi: The Dance of Torn Papers (Dance Maker, November 2018) and The Only Way 
Possible (Ignatieff Theatre, June 2018). OTHER: The first prize winner of the Norma Epstein 
Foundation Awards in Creative Writing for her play Minor Punctuations.

SINA A. SUREN is a multidisciplinary performance artist, specializing in writing, 
directing and acting. Born in Iran, he currently leads the Rise Theatre Collective in 
Montreal & Toronto Directed work: Rise Theatre Collective: Gracchi, 2022 Arash 
2021, Little Black Fish 2020 Selected Acting Credit: Fifteen Dogs, (dir Zach Fraser) 
The Crucible (dir Terry Donald) Authored Plays: The Keeper 2020 Gracchi 2019 

Novus 2017.

BANAFSHEH TAHERIAN was born in Tehran/Iran and immigrated to Canada. 
THEATRE: Distorted ( Small World music); Swim Team ( Theatre Centre); The Only 
Possible Way (Canadian stage); Dance of Torn Papers( Dancemakers); Sleeping In 
an Empty cup( Fairview library theatre); The cripple Of Inishmaan (Glendon 
Theatre); Untuned( Digital Fringe) Film & Television: 16 Hudson; LiLi & LoLa; 

Simurgh OTHER: In 2019, she published her podcast “Chai With Banafsheh” that recounts ancient 
Iranian tales from significant literary figures. She is currently the 2021-22 artist in residence with 
Canadian Stage.

FARNOOSH TALEBPOUR  was born in Tehran, Iran but has now spent most of her life 
in Toronto. SOULPEPPER 2022: Queen Goneril, King Lear OTHER THEARE: Dixon 
Road (Musical Stage Company/Obsidian Theatre company), Through the Bamboo 
(Uwi Collective/Toronto Fringe). Apprentice SM:, Orphans for the Czar (Crow’s), 
Serving Elizabeth (Stratford Festival) Angel, The Resurrection (Opera Atelier); 

Angelique (BTW/Factory Theatre). SM: Iphigenia and The Furies (Saga Collectif/Theatre Passe 
Muraille) FILM: Assistant Production Design for One Small Visit, Lune. Costume design for Tête à 
Tête, Queen of the Morning Calm. OTHER: She would like to thank all the people around her who 
have helped keep her feet grounded, joined in laughter, and kept her heart safe.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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SANAZ TOOSSI is an Iranian-American playwright from Orange County, California. 
Her plays include English (co-production Atlantic Theater Company/Roundabout 
Theatre Company; NYT Critics Pick; Weissberger New Play Award) and Wish You 
Were Here (Playwrights Horizons; Williamstown/Audible, released 2020). Novus 
2017. She is currently under commission at Atlantic Theater Company (Launch 

commission; Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation grant), Roundabout Theatre Company, Williamstown 
Theatre Festival, Manhattan Theatre Club, South Coast Repertory, and Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
(American Revolutions Cycle). In television, Sanaz recently staffed on Invitation to a Bonfire (AMC); A 
League of Their Own (Amazon); Five Women (Marielle Heller/ Big Beach); and sold an original idea, 
The Persians, to FX with Joe Weisberg & Joel Fields attached as Executive Producers. Sanaz is a 
member of Youngblood and the Middle Eastern American Writers Lab at the Lark, and an alum of 
Clubbed Thumb’s Early Career Writers’ Group. She was the 2019 P73 Playwriting Fellow and a 
recipient of the 2020 Steinberg Playwright Award. MFA: NYU Tisch.

AURORA TOROK has origins in Ontario, but now calls Montreal (Tio’Tia: Ke) her 
home base for freelance work across the country. SOULPEPPER 2023: ENGLISH, and 
she is excited to work on her first production with SOULPEPPER. OTHER THEATRE: 
Celestial Bodies (Geordie Theatre/YPT); Heartbeat Reverie (Youtheatre); Pipeline 
(Black Theatre Workshop); From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea (Geordie 

Theatre) OTHER: Nominee for the META (Montreal English Theatre Awards) for Outstanding 
Contribution to Theatre.

 GUILLERMO VERDECCHIA  was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Soulpepper 2022: 
English For Soulpepper: Fronteras Americanas; Animal Farm; Of Human Bomdage 
(dramaturg); Queen Goneril (Dramaturg); The Parliament of the Birds (playwright; 
Around the World in 80 plays) Other Theatre: King Gilgamesh and The Man of the 
Wild (dramaturg: Jungle Theatre); The Jungle (director: Tarragon Theatre); The 

Orchard (dramaturg: Shaw Festival); The Art of Building a Bunker (co-creator: Quiptake/Factory 
Theatre) Other: A recipient of the Governor-General’s Award for Drama for his play Fronteras 
Americanas., his newest play. Feast, will premiere in the fall of 2023. He is the Jury Chair of the 
Siminovitch Prize in Theatre. He teaches at the University of Toronto.

NILOUFAR ZIAEE is a filmmaker and multidisciplinary artist from Iran who has made 
Canada her home since 2016. Soulpepper 2023: English Other theatres: The Death 
of The King (Humber College, Faculty of Media & Creative Arts); Trojan girls & The 
Outhouse of Atreus (Factory Theatre ); Children of Fire ( Nightwood Theatre); 1184 
(theatre passe muraille); The Sylvia Effect (Theatre Kingston) Film & Television: The 

Players; The Young Arsonists; Salome; Three Fellows; The Creation.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages pro-
fessional ar tists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of the jointly 
negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement.
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Corporate &  
Foundation Supporters 

$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation

$125,000 - $299,999
The Catherine and  Maxwell  
   Meighen Foundation  
The Hilary and Galen Weston 
   Foundation
Scotia Wealth Management

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group
CIBC
RBC Foundation
Sun Life Financial
TD Bank Group

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life
George Cedric Metcalf  
   Charitable Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation
Polar Asset Management  
   Partners

$10,000 -$24,999
Azrieli Foundation
Kingsdale Advisors
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 
Foundation
The Polar Foundation
Discovery 2022 Short Duration LP

$5,000 - $9,999
Andrée Rhéaume  
   and Robert Fitzhenry  
Boyden Global Executive Search
Community One Foundation
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan      
   Foundation
Pitblado Family Foundation
Meridian Credit Union
Morgan Meighen & Associates 
The Browning Watt Foundation
Anako Foundation 
1 anonymous supporter  
  of Soulpepper

Up to $4,999
The Henry White Kinnear 
Foundation
Jackman Foundation
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 
Foundation
The Racioppo Family Foundation
Wawanesa Insurance
The Kit Skelly Foundation 
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Individual Supporters 

Major Gifts  
$100,000+
Susan Brenninkmeyer
The Estate of Ivan Elkan*
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000 $99,999
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*

Kathleen & Bill Troost* 
Artistic Directorʼs Circle  
$25,000 – $49,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
  & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle 
$10,000 – $24,999
Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Alex Besharat
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Jim Fleck*
Nancy Jain
Dana Lafarga*
Sheena Macdonald & Phil 
Schmitt*
Sanjay Nakra
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Sally Wright  
  & Gavin MacKenzie*

Heart & Soul 
$5,000 – $9,999
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Fran & David Brown*
Casey Chisick & Sophie Milman*
David & Yvonne Fleck*
Beverley Flynn
Sonny Goldstein & Dr. Betty 
Rozendaal
Lindy Green & Sam Chaiton
Greg Kiessling & Pamela Isaak*
Maja Neable

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145 EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca
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Thomas & Irma Payne*
Helen Sinclair
Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club  
$2,500 – $4,999
Elspeth Bowler*
Martha & George Butterfield*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson*
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*
Shira Hart*
Robin Heintzman & Gordon 
Currie*
Kent James
Christopher Lee & Paula 
Mosbrucker
Donald & Lorraine Loeb*
Sue and Biff Matthews
Jim & Sylvia McGovern
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker*

Benefactor 
$1,000  – $2,499 
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen *
Sarah Bay-Cheng
David & Patti Bragg*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Bill Douglas*
L. Drake
Russell & Carol Finch*
Steve & Mariann Geist*
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Sari Goldenberg*
Kamala Jean Gopie
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Elaine Kierans & Shawn 
McReynolds*
Anne Layton
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
Danny McCarthy*
Jacqueline Moss
Mazi Raz
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*

Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
In Memory of Roger & Kathleen 
Savory*
Joseph & Fatima Tavana
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
2 anonymous supporters  
  of Soulpepper

Friend 
$250 - $999
Kerri Anderson
Wendy Balfour
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Michelle Beveridge+
Terry Bisset*
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Brian Carr
Edina Cavalli
Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah
Claudia Colas
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Leslie Dan*
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*
Charmain Emerson
Steven Endicott
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*
Graham & Silke Flint
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
Mark & Catherine Graham
Doreen Gryfe*
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Clive Houseman
Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*

Ann Humphreys
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffery
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee
Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Veronica Lacey
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee & Philip Hebert
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Linda Lewis
Martha Loewen
Oliver & Gillian Long* 
Larry Lubin
Gail MacNaughton
Joanna Martin
Kelly McDonald & Greg 
Sigurdson*
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay & Richard 
Comparey*
Susan Moellers*
Mary Jane Mossman & Brian 
Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary*
Lawrence Palk
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Stephen Uzielli & Robin 
Siegerman*
Alicia Rose
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Clare Shields
Maureen Simpson & Almos 
Tassonyi
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith & Geri Kozorys-
Smith*
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James Stuart
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Hannah Wunsch
Mike Wren
Morden Yolles*
Gloria & Gordon Zive*
Elizabeth/Alon Pasternak/
Nashman
2 anonymous supporters  
  of Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming.

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends  
  of Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Martha Burns
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Alberta G. Cefis
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Bill Fleury & Sheryl Kennedy
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family*
Diane & Jim King
Elizabeth Leonard
Kim Marshall
Michele McCarthy
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Elizabeth Pen
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
  & Chris von Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah
Prati Sharma
Sylvia Soyka
Jack Tomik & Elizabeth Dalzell
Teresa Walsh
Lucinda Widdrington
Anita Wong
Denise Zarn
The Pat & Tony Adams  
  Freedom Trust 

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Roxana Tavana 

If we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between January 1, 
2021 – September 27, 2022 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors
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Soulpepper's free 
25 & under program
We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and we’re committed to fund programs 
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds 
to enjoy the very best.

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF
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Polar Asset Management Partners 
is proud to be a founding sponsor 
of Soulpepper Theatre Company 

and is pleased to support this 
year’s production of English.

DIVINE BROWN

MAJOR SPONSOR & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER MUSIC SPONSOR

FEB 22
- MAR 5

ON STAGE

SOULPEPPER SPECIAL CONCERT

BILLIE, SARAH
AND ELLA REVOLUTIONARY

WOMEN IN JAZZ

Tickets starting at $25+ 
Pay What You Choose Tuesdays  

Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666Tickets



18

THE
SEAGULL
ANTON CHEKHOV
A NEW VERSION BY

SIMON STEPHENS
MAJOR SPONSOR

APR 6
- APR 30

ON STAGE

SIZWE BANZI
IS DEAD
ATHOL FUGARD, JOHN KANI
& WINSTON NTSHONA

MAY 25
- JUNE 18

MAJOR SPONSOR & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER

ON STAGE

NOMINEE

BEST PLAY
TONY AWARD

Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666Tickets

THE
SEAGULL

MAJOR SPONSOR & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER PRODUCTION SPONSOR

APR 6
- APR 30

ON STAGE

Tickets starting at $25+ 
Pay What You Choose Tuesdays  
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Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM

Playwriting for Iranian, Kurdish and  
Middle Eastern emerging artists (18+).

Led by award-winning playwright Shahrzad Arshadi, 
participants will write the beginnings of a new play infusing 

autobiography, myth and imagination.

Dates: Saturday & Sunday, Feb 25 & 26 (10 AM - 5 PM)  
and Monday, Feb 27 (6 PM - 9 PM)

Interested in joining?  
Email education@soulpepper.ca 

limited spots available!

FREE WORKSHOPS
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SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration

Idil Djafer  
Executive Assistant to the  
Artistic Director

Ece Aydin 
Executive Assistant to the  
Executive Director

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke  
Producer

Kimberly Colburn  
Producer, New Work Development

Malika Daya  
Assistant Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Julia Carrano  
Assistant Production Manager

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe 
 
Kalina Popova 
Assistant Head of Wardrobe 

 

Seren Brooke Lannon 
Production Administrator

Development

Gabrielle Peacock  
Director of Partnerships  
& Development

Kayla Vanderlip  
Development Manager, 
 Individual Giving

Liza Hersh  
Development Officer,  
Corporate & Foundation

Adele Kei  
Development Coordinator

Marketing

Peter Crighton  
Director of Marketing  
& Communications

Riaz Charania  
Associate Director of Marketing

Ajay Patel 
Marketing Manager

Education

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Education  
& Community Engagement

Ahlam Hassan  
Education Coordinator

Micah Bucholtz   
Academy Administrator

Finance

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Maria Larina  
Finance Manager

Fang Tian  
Accounting Coordinator 
 
Rachel Shen 
Payroll Coordinator 
  
Shishi Chen 
Payroll Coordinator

Sandra Gandola  
Accounts Payable Coordinator 
 
Nilsa Rivero  
Accounting Coordinator

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Alex Besharat
Rob Brouwer
Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang
Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Denise Donlon
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Roger Garland
Nancy Jain
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Vanessa Morgan
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O’Sullivan
Alicia Rose
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION

All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers -  working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services

Tina Jones 
Manager Of Patron Services 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Nawal Salim 
Operation Services Coordinator

Emily Templeman
Madeleine Redican 
Duty Manager 
 
Kara Austria
Chloe MacPherson
Senior Patron Services 
Representative

Adrian Chevalier 
Nicholas Eddie 
Elyssia Giancola 
Shayna Linds 
Melissa Avalos 
Riley Kelk 
Patron Services Representatives

Saumya Arora
Melissa Avalos
Kenzie Delo
Hilary Scott
Floor Captains

Renee Christianson
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wozniak
Jacqueline Goodfellow
Jeffrey Johnston
Riley Kelk
Shakorah McPhee
Peter Naccarato
Alice Nguyen
Ushers 

Karishma Bristy 
Reka Guylas 
Ramtin Kazemi 
Xyla Ramos 
Jessica Wasserman 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production

David Denton
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Andres Castillo-Smith 
Ethan Robinson 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini  

Board of Directors 

Rob Brouwer
Luigi Ferrara
Beverley Flynn
Michael Herrera
John D. McKellar
Nancy Prenevost

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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 That’s Enriched Thinking.®

® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotia Capital Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Investment 
Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.

Connect with us at ScotiaWealthManagement.com
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SOULPEPPER SUPPORT ERS — WE GR AT EFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE T HE SUPPORT OF T HE FOLLOWING:

MAJOR SPONSOR &  
COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER MUSIC SPONSOR

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

The Marion Armstrong
Charitable Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

Woco
Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
SOULPEPPER.CA→

@SOULPEPPER

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL!

PLE ASE CONSIDER  
RETURNING YOUR 
PLAYBILL TO AN USHER 
AS YOU E XIT THE  
THE ATRE. 

ACCESS THE DIGITAL 
VERSION ONLINE:

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts  
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the 
Wendat First Nations. We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, 
present and future.


