MEDIA RELEASE

BIG, BOLD, AND FREE THEATRE AT SOULPEPPER FOR PEOPLE 25 & UNDER
LAUNCHES TODAY
TORONTO, ON - January 14, 2020 - In celebration of the start of the inaugural season of artistic programming under the
leadership of Artistic Director Weyni Mengesha and Executive Director Emma Stenning,
Stenning Soulpepper Theatre Company’s
Company
previously announced Free 25 & Under program launches today with the first performance of the 2020 season. The Free 25 & Under
program will offer patrons 25 years old and under two tickets to all Soulpepper mainstage and concert productions at no cost the
day of each performance. Those who register for this program will also gain access to exclusive enrichment opportunities, artistic
workshops, backstage tours, and social gatherings. Since opening the registration over 1100 young people have registered for the
program. To register visit soulpepper.ca/free25.
“We have been thinking a lot about how we connect communities through sharing stories. That means looking at who is telling the stories on
our stages, but also who is receiving them in our audiences. Welcoming the next generation in this way and removing financial barriers is
an important part of us opening our doors to serve the community. We have been inspired by other organizations around the city moving in
this direction. I am very proud that we are taking steps to ensure a more inclusive experience,” said Weyni Mengesha,
Mengesha Artistic Director.
“To celebrate our first season, we wanted to make a real gesture; one that would help us to share our work with as wide a community
as possible. For us, there is no better investment than ensuring young people feel welcome in our theatres. We hope they are inspired by
what they see on our stages, and, in turn, we know that they will inspire us to continue to seek out the ideas and artists who tell the most
compelling stories. We want to thank Sun Life for partnering with us to support this new initiative. They have always encouraged us to
work towards greater accessibility, and I am thrilled we are taking this next step together,” said Emma Stenning,
Stenning Executive Director.
This initiative further demonstrates Soulpepper’s commitment to inviting people from all communities to the theatre, addressing
the financial barriers for patrons wishing to attend the theatre. Soulpepper also announced an accessible tier ticket price of $25
tickets available for purchase by anyone for all performances. These accessible pricing programs compliment the company’s
existing Artsworker, StagePlay (Under 30), Rush, Youth Rush, and Student Group pricing initiatives.
Launching big, bold, transformational initiatives like the Free 25 & Under program is made possible through the support of Sun
Life. “Sun Life is proud to partner with Soulpepper on this landmark new initiative that will help transform its relationship with the
community. We are excited by the work Soulpepper puts on its stages, and are proud to help ensure that young people will have access to
great theatre, completely free,” said Paul Joliat, Assistant Vice President, Global Partnerships, Sun Life.
Visit soulpepper.ca/free25 for full details and find below a list of upcoming performances.

MAINSTAGE PROGRAMMING
MOTHER’S DAUGHTER ( JANUARY 14 TO FEBRUARY 9, 2020)
Kate Hennig
Originally Produced by The Stratford Festival
Directed by Alan Dilworth

Keep your enemies close, and your family closer. The Tudor throne is empty, and three would-be Queens contend for the crown.
Sisters turn against each other in a deadly struggle that threatens to tear the country apart. With Hennig’s trademark style and
wit, the story of ‘Bloody Mary’ becomes a thrilling contemporary exploration of women and power.
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JESUS HOPPED THE ‘A’ TRAIN ( JANUARY 23 TO FEBRUARY 23, 2020)
Stephen Adly Guirgis
Directed by Weyni Mengesha

When justice locks you up, what sets you free? Gripping from start to finish, two notorious men await trial for murder, only to
discover justice and goodness where it is least expected. Pulitzer Prize-winner Stephen Adly Guirgis delivers an uncompromising
drama about contradiction, contrition, and hypocrisy.

THE SEAGULL (MARCH 26 TO APRIL 26, 2020)
Anton Chekhov
A New Version by Simon Stephens
Directed by Daniel Brooks

The stage is set for a little family drama. Unrequited love. Creative jealousy. Guns. Vodka. Art. A summer weekend at a lakeside estate
falls apart when celebrities come to visit. Switching effortlessly between the ridiculous and the profound, this masterpiece of the
modern era examines the burning need to create art and the destructive power of love.

WINTER SOLSTICE (MAY 7 TO JUNE 7, 2020)

Roland Schimmelpfennig
Translated by David Tushingham
Co-production with Necessary Angel Theatre Company
Directed by Alan Dilworth
Fascism doesn’t kick down the door; it waits for an invite, then makes itself at home. During the longest night of the year, a charming
guest arrives at the home of a polite intellectual family, who aren’t quite as happy as they seem. The inescapable presence of the past
reverberates through this razor-sharp comedy about the seduction of extremism.

SIZWE BANZI IS DEAD (JULY 9 TO AUGUST 5, 2020)

Athol Fugard, John Kani & Winston Ntshona
Directed by Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu
What is your name worth? In apartheid-era South Africa, the only way for Banzi to survive is to seize opportunities and fake his
own death. From one of the world’s great playwrights Athol Fugard (‘Master Harold’ …and the Boys), comes a soaring and personal
comedy of identity, memory, and the resilience of the human spirit.

M. BUTTERFLY (AUGUST 13 TO SEPTEMBER 9, 2020)
David Henry Hwang
Directed by Nina Lee Aquino

Love can transform you. Puccini’s opera is turned upside down when a married French diplomat meets a mysterious Chinese opera
singer. Based on a remarkable true love story of international espionage and personal betrayal, the result is a modern classic that
blurs boundaries while redefining the nature of love and the devastating cost of deceit.

SOULPEPPER CONCERTS
Each original Soulpepper Concert revolves around a time, place, or artist crafted by a team of incomparable performers. The
Concert Series is led by Slaight Family Director of Music Mike Ross.
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THE SECRET CHORD: A LEONARD COHEN EXPERIENCE (MAY 8 TO JUNE 7, 2020)
Created by Frank Cox-O’Connell, Marni Jackson, and Mike Ross
Music Directed by Mike Ross
Directed by Frank Cox-O’Connell
Narrated by Frank Cox-O’Connell and Marni Jackson

After two sold-out engagements, Soulpepper’s tribute to one of Canada’s most beloved artist returns. Cohen constantly reinvented
himself throughout his long career, helping generations of fans understand the changing society around them. His extraordinary
life, music, and poetry will be remembered and celebrated by a company of remarkable artists.

REVOLUTIONS: SONGS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD (MAY 16 TO JUNE 6, 2020)
Created by Amanda Parris, Mike Ross, and Weyni Mengesha
Music Directed by Mike Ross
Directed by Weyni Mengesha
Narration and Hosted by Amanda Parris

At the heart of every revolution there have been artists who can inspire, inform, and instigate. From Pete Seeger to Tracy
Chapman, from gospel to punk, these are the anthems of protest and progress. Amanda Parris (CBC - Exhibitionists) and Mike Ross
share the stories behind the songs that helped shape our world, and spotlight the voices we need to hear today.

88 KEYS (JUNE 20 TO JULY 26, 2020)

Created by Tom Allen and Mike Ross
Music Directed by Mike Ross
Directed by Frank Cox-O’Connell
Narration by Tom Allen
88 keys, 230 strings, and 7,500 working parts make up every piano. For three hundred years, it has been the vehicle through which
genius is conveyed, from Beethoven and Chopin to Fats Domino, Ray Charles, and Billy Joel. Last summer’s sold-out concert
returns to celebrate the ‘King of the Instruments’.

BEHIND THE BARS: LEGENDARY PRIZON SONGS (JUNE 27 TO JULY 25, 2020)
Created by Frank Cox-O’Connell, Mike Ross, and Sarah Wilson
Music Directed by Mike Ross
Directed by Frank Cox-O’Connell
Narration by Sarah Wilson

You can lock ‘em up, but you can’t cage the music! Featuring legendary artists like Johnny Cash, Billie Holiday, and Elvis Presley
and more - these are the stories of the guilty and the innocent, hitting rock bottom, the road to redemption, and everything that
followed.
•
Located in its multi-venue home, the Young Centre for the Performing Arts in Toronto’s Distillery Historic District, Soulpepper
is Toronto’s largest not-for-profit theatre company. Founded and guided by artists, Soulpepper has an integrated mission which
includes: industry-leading youth and community outreach initiatives; artist training and mentorship programs; and a year-round
diverse repertory season which is grounded in the classics and committed to the creation of new works, new forms, and innovative
practices.
The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts acknowledge the original caretakers and
storytellers of this land - the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. We
commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.
3

Soulpepper believes all people have a right to express their individuality, to experience creative freedom, to feel safe at all times,
and to be treated with dignity and respect.
Tickets for Soulpepper Productions and Concerts start at $25. Tickets are available by calling the Young Centre Box Office at
416.866.8666 or by visiting soulpepper.ca. All ticket prices include a Young Centre facility fee, service charge and HST. Pricing is
subject to change.
Soulpepper gratefully acknowledges annual operating support from the Ontario Arts Council, the Toronto Arts Council, and the
Canada Council for the Arts.
Soulpepper is pleased to recognize the donors of transformational gifts to its Creative Capital Campaign: The Slaight Family; The
Government of Ontario; Gail Drummond and Bob Dorrance; Kevin and Roger Garland; and Ada Slaight.
Support for Free 25 & Under is provided by Sun Life.
Soulpepper is grateful for the major sponsorship support of:
Scotiabank
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation
CIBC
TD Bank
BMO Financial Group
RBC Foundation
TD Securities Underwriting Hope
Canada Life
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Polar Asset Management Partners
Sylvia Soyka
Top Women
Middlefield Group
Connect with us:
FACEBOOK.COM/SOULPEPPERTHEATRE | TWITTER: @SOULPEPPER | INSTAGRAM: @SOULPEPPERTHEATRE |
YOUTUBE.COM/SOULPEPPERTHEATRE | SOUNDCLOUD.COM/SOULPEPPERTHEATRE
-30For more information please contact:
Michelle Brykman, Publicist, Touchwood PR: michelle@touchwoodpr.com
Milusha Copas, Communications & Media Coordinator, Soulpepper: media@soulpepper.ca
Media Gallery:
soulpepper.ca/press/galleries
Login(lowercase): media
Password(lowercase): soulpepper
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